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captured practically none of their guns. Blucher
wrote later in very inelegant but expressive
language: "The French may Windmachen, [which
we may translate with 'blow/] as much as they
please; they are not likely to forget the 2d of
May!"

Nor was Blucher himself likely to forget it,
for praises and honour were showered upon him
from all sides and the Tsar sent him the cross of
St. George with the following personal letter:

The bravery which you displayed in the encounter
of May 2d, the services which you performed on that
great day, your devotion, your zeal, and your splendid
habit of always being present at the point of greatest
danger, your persistency, even when wounded, in not
quitting the field of honour: in a word your whole
conduct throughout the battle has filled me with
admiration and with gratitude.

Still, a defeat is a defeat, and is not usually
followed by all the agreeable consequences of a
victory. The disadvantage in the present case
was that the allies abandoned to Napoleon the
whole line of the Elbe which became his base of
operations; while by choosing the direction which
they did in their retreat they left the defence of
Berlin to the small army of General Biilow.
Napoleon had a predilection for capitals and was
to make several attempts in that direction.
Gneisenau, indeed, declared that he failed to under-
stand why Wittgenstein should have abandoned